ee 


i 
SP 
2 Y, 


Angquirer 


AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. | 


Devoted to the Ex 


KPoOsition, Defence aiaid Promulgation of the Christian meltenou. 


‘~nou BRINGEST CERTAIN ‘shkanten THINGS TO OUR EARS—-WE WOULD KNOW, THEREFORE, WHAT THESE THINGS MEAN.’ $ 


VOLUHME XIV. 


1835. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 


THE INQUIRER AND ANCHOR 

Is published simultaneously at Hartford, Conn. and Al- 
bany, N. Y. every Saturday at $2,00 per annum——$1,5U 
if paid within four months from the time of subscribing. 


I, D. WILLIAMSON, , Epitors AND 


R. O. WILLIAM, PROPRIETORS. 


Wiyrorw & Pills, Printers. 


The services of the following gentlemen are engaged as 
regular correspondents. 


M. H. SMITH, Hartrorp, Cr. 
J. BOYDEN, Dupiey, Mass. 
C. Mom cc? aS ates 


N. ¥. 


A SERMON. 
BY J. G ADAMS. 


4Now if any man have not the spivit of Christ, he is none 
of bis.’ Rom. 8: 9. 


This passage of scripture has Geen often quoted, 
often applied—and like many other portions of 
the divine word, has ever been advanced to dis- 
prove the doctrine that ‘God. was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself? f 


There is nothing better, however, than examina- 
tion, whef texts of scripture are presented to the 
mind; and because any passage has been ofien 
used to prove or disprove a certain doctrine, it 
_ gives us not the least evidence, for all this, that it 
has been rightly applied: Now for one, I fear 
that this text has in too many instances been over- 
looked in its real expression, and that men have} 
talked about itas their own preconceived. opinions 
have dictated. May it not have been possible 


that when speaking of the spirit of Christ, they; 


have thought only of their own spirit and that of | 


their creed of particular faith ? 
ing that others must possess tle spirit of Chri ist in 


(hence to hee our es in ninlation to thes Shir it of 


which it speaks. If I shall so interweave the doc-} 


‘irineof unlimited salvation with the remarks as to 
‘inake it evident that they are in accordance with) 
jihe spirit here alluded to, it must be attributed to 
lithe proof I shall draw from the scriptures, rather | 
‘than to my own peculiar opinions. 


iChrist 2? "The answer is, the disposition which he | 


ed in all his teachings to the children of men. 
‘is the spirit of meekness, humility, forbearance, 
‘orgiveness, merey aud love. 
heaven—the spiritof God manifestin the human 
heart. Nowall which is in opposition to this| 
spirit, wherever it may be found, bas its’ origin in 
the wickedness of the human mind, and is far 
from the spirit alluded to in the text. Whether it 


be found with the openly vicious and profane, or 


with the professed disciple of the Redeemer itis 


lisequally true, that ‘ifany man have not the spir- 
it ot Christ he is none of his.’ 

Let us now take an example of this true spirit 
us it was seen in the conduct of our Lord, and 
mark its'application, 

Tt will be recollected that on a certain occasion 
‘Jesus uttered the following language in reference 
‘to Jerusalem. «O Jerusalem! Jerusalem! thou 
‘that killest the prophets and stonest them whieb 
are sent unto thee, how often would [have gath 


Now here is manifested the spirit of Christ. And 


order to be his, may it not be, that they have! what do we discover? Ans. That Jesus loved 


meant, ‘except aman become one of us and ac- 


knowledge our doctrive,and agree to our church jis plainly evident, and that is 


covenant, he cannot belong to Christ 2’? This, 


to be'sure, is a close question and therefore it de-j 


serves the more explicit answer. J have no, doubt) 


- that such ideas have operated on the minds of ma. 


ny, and that too, when they sincerely imagined 
themselves to possess the spirit of Christ ; and 
they have looked upon others, who conld not 
agree with them in certain points of doctrine, 
however upright their moral characters, as desti- 
tute of this spirit, as advocates of false doctrine, 
and consequently as not belonging to Chirist— 
This, alas, is the weakness ofpoor human nature, 
when not properly sustained by the spirit of the 
gospel. ‘The world has seen much of at, and may 
yet behold much more, until the true know ledge 
of God shall diffuse itself into the hearts of all 
who profess his name and his service. 

It will be my object at th is time to ascertain, if 
ible, the true import of the text, and from 
4 


(i . . . 
ithe Jews, and desired their salvation. 


One truth) 


i 


tL 


any of them were betel to eternal woe ; i 
‘80, this language to them is destitute of meaning. | 
Neither did he believe they would always reject), 


him and his doctrine ; 


say, ‘ blessed 
the Lord, | 


We are then perfectly justified in asking if it 


ito prove from this expression that the Jews will 
te forever miserable—and even to adducée this 


i;werea matter 


of some consolation to know that 


| . . - 

all mankind is false 2 Let every one deeply con- 
) . . . 
‘sider these things. There isevery reason in the 


| world belieying-that had our Saviour known any 


What are we to understand by the spirit of) 


manifested when on earth, and which is discover- | 
It] 


It is the spirit. of| 


‘the same ;and in reference to each the expression | 


‘ered thy children together, even asa hen aattereth| 
» And when say-! her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.’ 


» he did not believe} 


(leaving election and rep- | 
robation out of the question ;) for his next words, 
are, that the time would come when they should) 
is he that cometh in the name of 


be not contrary to the spirit of Christ to attempt | pertinent remark of the Saviour brought these 


| people to their senses 


for proof ina triumphant manner, as though it| 


‘the doctrine of their final salvation with that of, 


NUMBER 4, 


of of the Jews were to be endlessly wretched, he 


would have mourned over this ‘their most awful! 
‘and eternal fate,instead of speaking as he did in re- . 
‘ference to their temporal calamities. This is just 
(the nature of hisspirits. It could not have over- 
looked the greater evil, without, being moved— 
| while at the same time it mourned over the lesser 
jone. No—if the dear Redeemer could thus give 
utterance to his feelings when viewing the calam- 
jities impending over that illfated nation—how 
much more would he have grieved at the thought 
jof their eternal banishment to the regions of des- 
pair ! 

The spiritof Christ here manifested itself in 
mourning over sin and its consequences, while it 
had still in view the restoration of the sinner.— 
He who would possess his spirit, may learn it fren) 
this subject. 

Let us propose another question. Is it accord- - 
ance with the spirit of Christ to accuse and will- 
lingly judge others for doing-the same things of 
which we are guilty P—and to do this ina manner 
which would indicate that we expected to avoid 
the judgment of God? Let us take an incident 
which will serve to answer to this question. Jt 
willbe recollected that on one oceasion the Scribes 
and Pharisees, who were always seeking for the 
faults of others instead of their own—brought a 
woman ‘who had been guilty of a certain sin, be- 
fore our Saviour, Their own sins they did not 
\Seem to realize just then, for they had appeared 
for the sole purpose of accusing another, The 
question is proposed to the Saviour—at first he 
appears not to heed it, but when they continued 
lasking him he replied to them in these searching 
words. ‘ He that is without sin among you, let 
‘him east the first stone.’ 


How does the account 
‘And they which heard it, being 
convicted by their own conscience, went vut one 
iby one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last, 
aud Jesus was left alone and the woman standing 
in the midst. 


jread further? 


When Jesus saw this he said unto — 
‘her, woman, where are those thine accusers ?— 

|hath no man condemned thee ? She said, no 
Jesus said unto her,neitherdo I con 


go, and sin no more.’ 


man, Lord. 
demn thee ; 


What do we here perceive? Why that this 


They were all convicted 
‘by conscience, and went outone by one, till Jesus 
was leftulone! And what do Wwe learn from this? 
|We auswer,that we should be extremely cautious 
how we puss sentence of condemmation on others 
llest we find ourselyes under the same econdemna- 
tion, Were this truth observed, my brethren, f 
do think we should hear less of that spirit which 


n 
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denounces eternal torments on our fellow crea- 
tures. Let me explain myself. Supposing, as I 
now stand before you, I should declare without 
hesitation, that two thirds of this congregation 
were guilty of so many sins, that they must in con- 
sequence thereoi, be doomed to misery without 
relief and without end ; and suppose I should do 
allthis in such a manner as would lead you to 
suspect that I never once imagined the state of 
torment for myself, but that it was only for sin- 
ners—thereby reckoning myself outof the num- 
ber! What would you think of me? Why, 
if you thought aught, it would be that I should 
go home, and learn the meaning of the word hu- 
mility, and endeavor to ascertain if I was nota 
sinner myself, and not to come before an audience 
again till [had learnad more modesty, and had 
imbibed more of the‘ spirit. of Christ? This 
would be a just decision. 

‘There never was 4 more correct expression 
than that used in one of the Episcopal forms of 
prayer, ‘Lord have mercy upon us miserable sin- 
uers. Jt conyeysa truth which every humble 
mind will realize. It will lead us to exmaine 

“ourselves, and ask, if, when denouncing woes on 
others which we expect to escape ourselves, we 
are not actiig contrary tothe spirit of Christ, as 
set forth in the circumstances to which we have 
justalluded ? There is, in my humble opinion, 
no medium on which to-rest. If every sinner is 
to suffer etetnally, all must share alike, ¢ for afl 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.’ 
Nor will italter the case to assert that professors 
or even practical helievers in Christ are exempt 
from sin, for even that venerasle apostle to the 
Gentiles St. Paul, has declared, and that too while 
a christian believer, that ‘this isa faithful saying 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Chirist 
came into the world to save sinners of whom Tam 
chief.’ 

There has been a doctrine taught in the christ- 
ian world, (and I fear it has not yet been wholly 
eradicated,) that hereafter the saints in glory will, 
rejoice in view of the suffetings of the lost in the 
werld of woe! Tueed not ask if this doctrin« 

be uot a foul stain on the fair face of christianity 
—for 1 think every rational mind must perceive it.| 

But I will ask how it accords with the spirit of; 

Christ? Here is thetest! Can this be the spirit 

of him who said,‘ there shall be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine just persons that need no repent- 
ance 2’ Can this be the spirit of him who came 
from the bosom of the Father—a commendation 
of hisloveto man? ‘This is the spirit of him 
who could weep atthe miseries of human nature 
—who gave eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf,feet 
to the lame—who healed all manner of diseases, 
and even raised the dead to life? This is the 
spirit of Jesus the compassionate friend and Sav- 
iour of poor wandering man:? 
no! 


My soul aiswers 
I doubt not that such will be the answer of 
svery honest, reflecting mind. 

Let us now ohserve another instance, ‘wher 
the spirit of Christ aud its opposite are brough 
Tallude to the case ot the two 
disciples who caine to Jesus with this unnatural 


request, that they might command the fire from 


up in contrast. 


es ‘2 . 
they were his prolessed followers,and their names 


were James and John. Now what can we sup- 
pose their feelings to have been when they inade 
this request to the Saviour? They doubtless sup- 
posed him to possess the very disposition which 
at that moment prompted them thus to act—and 
were in no doubt that he would grant their re- 
quest. It did not occur to them that it was alto- 
gether against his purpose to destroy the very | 
souls he came to save! But listen to the answer 
of the Saviour. ‘Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of, for the Son of man is not come to 
destroy men’s lives, but to’ save them.’ Here we 
have the true spiritof Christ; and let every chris- 
fian remember this, when be is troubled in the 


those who do not agree with him in their religions 
opinions. O, the evils which this spirit ha: 
broughtinto our world ! It has engendered strifes 
envying-, wraths, murders, seditions, 
evil work! It has covered the pages of th: 


Church history with blood, aud has causéd the 


infidel to stand aloof, and with all the coldnes> 


and sarcasm imaginable to exclaim, ‘ Behold how 
these christians love one another ! 
heavens! Can this be said of the professors ot 
the religion of Cirist! We are compelled to 
answer, yes—but we ean give the reason. They 
were christians only in name, and they possessed 
uot the spirit of their professed master. Perse- 
cution canuot tive a moment where this spirit 
comes! 
and chains, where the spirit of Christ moves the 


heart! Why, itis an outrage on all sense and 
propriety. The east and the west—the north and 


the south poles are not farther from each other, 
than that spirit of persecution manifested in these 
wo disciples and in others like them,and the spir- 
itof the Redeemer. The one is the spirit of this 
world which is ‘earthly, sensual, devilish ; the 
other isthe spirit of the forbearance and love !— 
The one exclaims, ‘Let the fire devour all who 
will not come with us;’ the other breathes forth | 
the real spirit of the gospel which the poet has so|| 
uobly and feelingly expressed. 


‘ Absurd and vain attempt to bind 
Withiron chains the freeborn mind ; 
To force conviction, and reclaim 

The wand’ring, by destructive flame ! 


Bold arrogance! To snatch from heayen 
Dominicn not to mortals given ! 
O’er‘conscince to usurp the throne, 
Accountable to God alone ! 


Jesus—thy gentle law of love 

Does no such cruelti>s approve ; 
Mild as thyself, thy doctrine wields, 
No arms, but what persuasion yields, 


By proofs divine, and reasons strong, 
It draws the willing soul along ; 

And o.iquests to thy church acquires, 
By eloquence which heaven inspires.”’ 


If any man have notthe spirit of Christ he is 
noneof his. What are we to understand by this!| 
latter portion of our text? Are we to suppose 
chat such belong not to Christin any sense what-|| 


ever? This caunot be aduitted—for the follow- 


heaven to burn and destroy the Suntéritans !— 


Disciples of Christ! Did 1 not misiake 2 No— 


( ul inheritance. 


ing scripture will prove thar all men are his right-| 
Psi. 2 77) 8. will 
the decree ; the Lurd hath said unto me, thou art 


declare} 


least degree with the Spirit of persecution agains: | 


and every | 


Merciful) 


Talk of fires and racks, and dungeons,) 


my Son? thisday have I begotten thee.—Ask of 
me and J shall give thee heathen for thine inhecit- 
ance, and the utcerinost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” Our Saviour says, ‘ All things are 
‘delivered unto me of my Father?” Matt. 11; 27. 
Luke 10: 22. Also, The Father loveth the Son 
‘and hath given all things into his hands.’ ¢ All 
thatthe Father giveth me shall come unto me, 
‘and him tnat cometh unto met will inno wise 
‘east out? In his prayer to the Father, be says, 
‘thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he 
‘should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
igiven him. ‘Herethe truth is plainly set forth 
‘that all belong to Christ—and. that, too, in a very 
limportant sense. What can be more emphatic 
-han the words of the Psalmist, ‘the heathen for 
iis inberitance—the uttermost parts of the earth, 
‘his possession? The scriptures elsewhere declare 
\that “he shall save his people fiom their sinus,’ that 
‘ne gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 


‘due time, and that “God hath appointed him heir 
‘of allthings.” No doetriue can he more plainly 
revealed than this. 


' The meaning of this latest expression of the 
text seenis to be this ; thatthose who have not 
‘the spirit of Christ, are not his disciples—they 
are not his in character. Paul expresses a similar 
jidea in his epistle to the Romans 6; 16. * To 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
‘servants yeare?” Jesus taught his disciples te 
‘love their enemies,’ and to be kind even to the 
unthankfuland the evil; that they might be the 
children oftheir Father in Heaven ; i. e. that 
they might be his, characteristically—that they 
might imitate him, for that he loved all men with 
Van impartial love, ‘made his sun to ris® on the 
‘evil, and the good ; and sent his rain upon the just 
and the unjust. 


| The Jews were called by. our Saviour the chil- 
idren of the devil; i.e. in character—by their ac- 
‘tions they had justly incurred this appellation ; 
‘but they are elsewhere in scripture termed the 
‘chosen people of God, and their ultimgte salva- 
tion isas clearly expressed by the author of our 
ltext, as any truth in the Bible. 

And what is the spirit of Christ? We have 
‘seen, my brethren, the nature of this spirit in the 
jineidents to which we have alluded ; aud it would 
be a poor comment to suppose that we are yet ig- 
'poruit of that spirit so clearly set forth in its sa- 
cred pages.—the spirit of meekness, humility, for- 
ibearance, forgiveness; merey and love.—These 
constitue what may be correct y termed the spirit 
lof Christ ; and whoever is prompted by these, 
lwherever found,among whatever sect or name, 
‘Inns the spirit of our divine Master, and [needs no 
trumpeter lo go before him, to sound his good 
works. The world will find him out, for his 
iworks will speak for him ina language that will 
not fail to bring conviction wherever it shall 


| 
} 
4 
1 
tl 


haa 

We live ina day when there is far too much 
profession, and too little practice; when men talle 
much about piety and tell of their'zeal afd enga- 
geiliiess, and desire the world to. understand that 
they are extremely religious. Now all this may 
ibe dove where the true spirit of Christ is not to be 
| 
| 


found, where good works do jot follow, where alt 
is sound without substance! {ft becomes ns then 
to examine ourselves; this isthe way in _ 


ee 


THE RELIGIOUS 


INQUIRER AND GOSPEL, ANCHOR. 


27 


the work is to be commenced : tu look within, 
and ascertain wherein we are deficient in those 
graces without which all pretensions are empty 
‘and vain. We must remember that love is the 
moving principle, the grand ‘morality,’ and that 


‘mercy is far more acceptable to God, than sacri-| 
and distracted by sectarian feelings and party dis-| 


fice or burnt offerings’; and that all the outward 
observances to which we may give heed,will nev- 
er make us the true disciples of Christ, or fill our 
hearts with his pure and blessed spirit. 

The spirit of Christ! My brethren, nothing! 
can be more evidently clearthan this, that. were], 
this spirit to pervade the hearts of all professing) 
christians, our world would present, altogether a) 
different aspect. The scene would be truly glori-! 
ous! Instead of coldness, indifference,and party 


atrife, we should behold a spirit of union and| 
jothers are wrangling about ‘words to no profit,’ 


brotherly love. Instead of standing afar off fion 
each other in consequence of some trivial differ- 
ence of opinion, we should behold a‘unity of 
the spirit in the bonds of peace” Yes! And 
then we might with some show of propriety talk 


about converting the heathen tochristianity. For} 


in the language of another, ‘the whole christian 
world would beeome one grand Missionary Soci- 
ety, and those sectarian differences of opinion, 
which now produce so many unhappy dissensions, 
would forever cease to disturb the harmony of 
converts in heathen lands.’ Were this spirit in 
all its holy influence among us, it would produce 
8 powerful and beneficial influence upon those 
who now think lightly of christianity ; it would 
take from the unbeliever one of his most power- 
ful arguments against the religion of the Bible, 
and would induce him to investgate its evidences, 
by the exhibition it gave of its happy and purify - 
ing influence on the human heart. It would also 
have an influence onthe minds of the Roman 
Catholics (about whom so much is said)—it would 
lead them into an impartial inquiry into the 
ground on which thd Protestant Church is estab- 
lished. Let uscall upon them now to do this, 
and they tell us at once, ‘Why, you are divided 
into a hundred different sects, and are at vriance 
among yourselves ; show us which of these sects 
is in possesion of the truth and we will then ex- 
amine your pretensions and perhaps come over to 
your standard.’ It would do more still ; it would 
remove the prejudices of the Jewish people against 
the religion of Jesus and cause thetn to look more 
earnestly into that doctrine which breathes ‘ peace 
on earth and good will to man.’ , Yes—and more 
than all this. Were the true spirit of Christ in 
the hearts of all professing christians, it would 
move the world! Let the great body of christians 
ina country like ours,be influenced by this spirit, 
and they would feel united ; and if they were 


would work together it would be fora good pur- 


pose, and with an unshaken zeal, and the world| 
would soon feel it, and know it, and acknowledge | 


{ts power. If this is not plain reasoning, then i 
know not the meaning of the term. 


My brethren, what think ye of these truths ?— 
Are they deserving our consideration? I know 


you will agree, with me that they are. Then/ 


shall not we, who,profess a belief in Jesus as the 
Savior of the world—who believe that he came 
yo manifest the spirit of impartial benevolence and 
love, shall we not strive to promote this spirit 


a 


| 


| 


| 


| tract. 


| 


| 


jamong our fellow creatures ? Let there be among! 


‘make confession ‘with the mouth, but § with the! 


| Amen. 


false, it does not make it so. 
united they would work together ; and if they) 


ihave no difficulty to prove every doctrine false 


us but one answer to this question, and let that be g 
an unwavering resolution to strive for the promo- 
tion of the spirit of our master. We have a res- 
ponsibility of no small magnitude resting upon) 
us. The christian world has been too long divided) 


tinctions; its narrow formed doctrines made up of 
the wisdom of this world, have shut out the broad 
expansive spirit of gospel life and lightand liberty, | 
and caused its professors to behold goodness no 
where else but among themselves, thereby engen- | 
\dering strife and malice, and every evil work. It 
is for us then, who profess an impartial gospel of 


impartial grace, to show them that we not only: 


4 
} 
| 


heart believe uuto righteousness ;) and that while | 
our aim shall be to promote among our fellow, 
men, thetrue spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
Biss & Sasi 


jon its own tender stem. 


not been at different times renounced as false and 
groundless. You will permit me to say, however, 
that an intelligent and real Universalist is not very 
likely to give up the gospel of good tidings to all. 
Your tract gives an account, not of the conver- 
sion of a Universalist, but of a man who says he 
‘tried to be one.’ Such men’are not real believers 
in our doctrine, and never can renounce it, The 
writer of your tract has Jabored. hard to bring 


forth his mouse. aCe Wie 


—t 
[I have kindly been permitted to copy the follow- . 
ing article, written by a young lady of West Brat- 
tleborough, Vt. and read at the exhibition of the 
‘Clinton Female Liberal Institute” Sept. 22d, 
1833.—c. w.] 

THE DESTROYER. 


Original. 


Tsaw a Rose blooming sweetly and fragrantly up- 
The pearly dew drops 


¢€ Fommunicattows, 


DIALOGUE. 


Original, 


Universalist. I have called to return you the tract! 
which you requested me to read—here it ‘s. | 
Limitarian. Have you read it through ? 
U. I have. 
EZ. Well what do you think of your doctrine, 
now ? 
U. Just the same as I did before I read your) 


L. You don’t like it then ? ; 

U. t don’t believe it. Why don’t. your tract, 
writers give the naines, dates, and places of the, 
marvelous stories they ‘record so often? The. 
tract you lent purports to give an account ef the 
conversion of a Universalist to endless misery, but 
does not tell the time when, the place where, or) 
who the individual was. 


LL. O that would be unimportant. We wish to! 
have it known to the world that Universalisis do 
renounce their doctrine—that’s all. 

T. Well, Sir, suppose you could make it ap- 
pear that some Universalists have really ‘re- 
nounced their sentiments, what conclusion should 
we be justified i: drawing from the fact? 

4H. Tisat the doctrine was false. 

U. How do you make that appeat ? 

ZL. Make it appear? Why—hem—it is evi-' 
dent enough that they who renounce don’t think| 
it is true, 


U. Very true. 


| 


i 


But because they think it is 
You know, Sir, 
that Catholies have been converted to the Protest- 
ant faith, and when.on their death bed have turned 
back tothe Romish Church. Would you regard 
this circumstance as affurding any evidence that 
Popery was Bible truth and the principles of the 
Reformation unsound 2? And, Sir, you will not 
fail to remember that a large majority of the Uni-} 
versalists of the present day have been converted 
from Orthodoxy to their present faith. Now, if 
the argument, that because a Universalist re- 
nounces his doctrine, it is false, be correct, you will 


had gathered in snowy crystals on its quiet bosom, 
‘sparkling hy the rays of the rising sun which 
|formed a prism on its fair surface. Fanned by 
|the morning zephyr it nodded its beautiful head to 
each passer-by in token of gladness. ‘The travel- 
ler, struck with its beauty, stopped to gaze and 


admire it, as it gently expanded, more atid more, 


into perfect lovliness. The little bud which had 
been fostered by its fond owner, bore but a small 


resemblance to the large and brilliant flower 


which now graced its bending stalk! The lovely 
green of its accompanying, leaves formed a bright 
jcontrast with the carmine that intermingled with , 
their foliage. Its shields, the large and pointed 
thorns, seemed as if placed to arrest the rude 
hand that should attempt to crop it ftom its mother 
tree. Praises upon its charms were beard from 
all who looked upon its splendor, and inhaled the 
fragrance of itsodors. The,noxious weeds that 
would choke its rapid progress and destroy the 
gracefulness of its form, were carefully plucked 
from beneath its tender branches, The gilded but- 
terfly lingered carelessly around, and the busy bee 
failed not to extract its plenteous sweets. 

The day passed and night came. I returned 


once more to look upon that object, which had 


painted on my imagination so beautiful a picture 
——but’twas gone! Yes! the Spoiler had 
come! Its scattered leaves lay drooping and al 
most culorless upon the earth. The pearly: dew 
drops, on its bosom, no longer glittered from the 
brightness of the sun’s rays—it no longer nodded 
its beautiful head toany. ‘The thorns were crim- 
soned in attempting to rescue this fragrant blos- 
som from the rude hand that levelled it with the 
dust in ali its pative purity and brilliancy. Instead 
of praises which before fell from every tongue 
breathing forth Jove and admiration, now was 
seen the tear of sorrow. ‘The owner stood fixed, 
his eyes resting upon bis blasted hopes and wand- 
ering o’er the. mangled remains of his destroyed 
flowret. * * * * J could but moralize—thinking 
tow often this picture is realized by man. Be- 
hold one in youth and beauty, surrounded by 
friends and all that can embellish life. Education 
has enriched and refined bis mind, till every virt- 
ue flourishes. But how often as with the rose, 
does the destroyer come and with his blighting 


mildew nips the fair flower, and destroysthe fond- 


under heaven, for there isno dectrine which bas 


est hopes! $8... D. 3 1 
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INTRODUCTION. 


He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love. 
1 John iv. 8. 


Or all the variouskinds of knowledge, that is the 
most excellent which treats of God. It exalts the 
mind and laysa firm foundation for virtue and 
happiness. All the various systems of religion, 
from the remotest antiquity to the present age, 
have been based on right or wrong views of the 
Creator, Every reflecting person, therefore, will 
perceive that is of the greatest importance to un- 
derstand the Divine character. God is the source 
of existence, and supieme Arbiter of happiness 
or misery. Unless we know bim, therefore, it is 
evident, that we cannot arrive at satisfactory con- 
clusions respecting the final result of his govern- 


ment. 

Idolatry, as Well as persecution, must have} 
sprung from ignorance, or erroneous views of the 
Lord of the universe. The conduct of mankind) 
is similar to their religious views: 
like the gods they worship.’ If they worship 
cruel gods, they will be inhuman, or void of pity. 
If they worship merciful gods, their conduct will) 
be marked by charity and kindness, | 

Much is said by religionists respecting hatred|| 
to God. The cause is sought in the nature of| 
man, and in his habitsof thinking, 
cause is, ignorance 
that loveth not, 
love.’ 


for ‘men are 


But the great 
‘of His real character. ‘Hel 
not God: for God is] 
We are so formed, that we naturally love 
and admire the beautiful, and abhor that which 
is deformed and offeusive to the sight. Thus 


there will be love or hatred in the human heart 


knoweth 


towards God, in the same proportion as man sup-) 
poses Him to be actnated by the one or the other 
other of these principles, 

For these reasons and many others, the writer) 
preposes to the numerous readers of the ¢ Inqui- 
rerand Anchor,’ aseries of Essays on the Being 
and attributes of God. 


In prosecuting the various parts of our great 
subject, we shall appeal to human reagon, to the) 
religion of nature and to Divine Revelation. 
These are the sources whence all our knowledge|| 


must be derived respecting God, and the ultimate 
destiny of man. 


Some eminent writers on Natural Religion havel 


given a long enumeration of the divine attributes! 


which they divide into the natural, the intellectual 
and the moral. 


Under the first head is compre-||, 
bended, the unity of the Deity, his self-existence, | 
his spirituality, his omnipotence, his immutability, | 
his eternity. Under the second, 

and his wisdoi. 


his knowledge) 
Under the third, his justice, | 
his goodness, his mercy and his holiness. - Such | 
adivision may answer for such as have tine and| 
inclination to treat the subject. in a systematic} 
manner 5 but it is far too extensive for the limits! 
of the Essayist.. The arrangement which ap- || 
pears the most practicable and inviting js the fol- 
lowing :— 

I. Existence of God, | 

If. Unity. of God. 

UL. Omnipotence of God. 

TV. Omniprescnve of God. 

V. Oisniscience of God. 

VI. Justice of God, | 


\ {tis feared that the siunfulness of this vice is not 
|he is notso bad asthe man who robs another of 
\steals my purse, steals trash ; 


|me poor indeed,’ 


iger of the assassin driuks the blood of innocence, 
/ 


ible as life itself The, heart of that.man who 


|breath of slander blights all that is fair aud lovely 


Such isour plan: and we trust that its execu- 
tion will be concise and perspicuous, and our rea- 
soning direct and conclusive. If we should 
question the popular theology, we hope that char- 
ity and moderation will guide our zeal. Oui 
theme is sublime, acd we hope, therefore, that 


our labor will be productive of good, C.S. 


SLANDER, 
Original. 


There is nothing sodetestible as robbing anothe) 
of a good name; and yet we know of no one 
vice that is so commouly practiced. * A’ goou 
name is better than precious ointment, says the 
Wise man, and surely there is truth in the observa- 
tion. A spotless character is the best inheritanes 
that earth cau give tothe sons of men. Anu hon- 
est and virtuous man is the noblest and most last- 
ing monument of human excellence. 
Well has the poet said— 
‘The purest trgasure mortal times afford, 
Is—spotless reputation—that away 
Men are but gilded loam or painted clay.” 
Men appear generally to prize their reputation 
as sacred and invaluable ; but itis true they are 
not quite so eareful of the characters of others. 


duly estimated, 
bor’s good’s is justly esteemed a vile wreteli, but 
his fair fame. A good name, in man’ or woman 
‘Ts the immediate jewel of their souls; who 
*tis something,voth- 
ing 3 bathe that fileches me ae my good name, 
robs me uf that whieh not enriches him and makes 


The thief steals to gain property, the slanderer 
lies to gain nothing but the fiendish gratification 
of blasting the reputation of the man he bates.~ 
The thiefimay not owe the individual from whom 
he steals any ill will; butno one slanders ancth- 
er unless deadly hate and black revenze rankle in 
his bosom. The thief has qualities which are 
amiable, compared with the slanderer. The dag- 


and the slanderer tnurders that which is as valua- 
maliciously murders 


the good character of anoth- 
er, iso better than if he killed his body. The 


in man, and leaves nothing that is noble or excel- || 
lent. ‘The poor man whose character is without 
spot or blemish, has a treasure more valuable than | 
the mines of, India—with this he is everything | 
that is truely good—deprived of it he is a blank || 
leaf in the book of time. 


vice of slander ! 


How great then. the | 
A man may be for years in-es-| 
tablishing a fair reputation, but one suceess{ul 


The thlef who steals his. neigh-||. 


‘There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked ;’ 
nothing shall offend them, 
‘ure quatations we have the consequences of vice 
described on the one hand, and those of virtue on 
ihe other. Sin is productive of present misery, 
and righteousness present joys. These are truths 
which it would be well for all to believe. Arid if 
we will but open our eyes to facts, we shall see 
that virtue always yields a rich harvest of bappi- 
ness and vice that of misery. And further,. that 
we always reap where we sow. If ‘we sow a field 
with wheat in America we do not expect to reap 
the cropin China. So what we sow in tinie we 
shall reap in time—not in another world. If we 
taise our hands in violation of the laws of God, 
our mings will be like the troubled sea which can 
not rest, but easteth up mire and dirt—we shall 
have yo peace. Bui if we keep the command- 
ments of our Creator, our souls will be calin and 
serene like the unruffled lake which no winds as- 
sail or storms disturb—we shall have great peace. 
These truths are of use to mankind, and it will be 
wisdom in usto regulate our lives by those coun- 
sels of Heaven. ’ 
For happy is the man who hears 

Instruction’s faithful voice, 
And who, celestial wisdom makes 

His early, only, choice. 


Cc, W. 


\ 


DIALOGUE, Correctly reported. 


Original. 


* 
Gentleman. Can you inform me, Madam, to what 


|idenomination that meeting house belongs ? 


Lady. The Universalist, Sir. (‘The inquirer 
gave a groan.) * . 
| G. Lhope they make good use of it, but 1 
fear they don’t. 

L. They hold meetings “there and I presume 
enjoy Sweet communion with their God and one 
janother. ney 
G. Well ‘they say this heresy is spreading 
fast. 5 
_ L, It isbelieved, Sir, that this doctrine whieb 
is called heresy, is‘spreading rapidly and perma- 
nently. ; ; 
G. You don’t believe it though ? 

L. Believe what, Sir? The Raceriue? or that it 


I. 
isspreading fast? 


G. Hither. 

L. I believe both. 

G. Well Idou’t nor I won’t. 

L. That you do not now believe as I do,mry be 


jirue, chat you wiil not, is quite uncertain. 


G. I wonder what’s the use of preaching, if 
we ure all going to be saved! 


L. Notto make God better, but men—not to 


tempest of calumny overthrows.it in a moment—|| 
the temple which is reared wathso much eare and |! 
jindustry, crunibles to a heap of unshapely riis—| 
the beautiful becomes defor med, 


and the houest}) 
and virtuous man is robbed of his dearest’ herit-|! 


\ 
r" a) : | 
age, OS hs 


The Church of Rome has appropriated $60,.- 
000 forthe establishment of a Catholic Convent 


make eternal but temporal salvation sure. 


G.. But they'll be saved at last, whether or 
uo. 
L. But we wish to be saved from doubts and 


fears here. The Bible promises a special salya- 
tion to the believer you know, 
G. No ldov’t. But Tus laboring for a Cal- 


at Betraud, Michigan. 


possible thing 


vinistic salvation, and I mean to get it, if itis a 
Hearen, 


3 — 


but ‘ereat peace have they that love thy law and 
In these two serip- ° 


2 


' 


: THE RELIGI 


OUS INQUIRER AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. 29 


BCOLRER AND ANCHOR, | 
a? SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1835, 


| 


THE GosreL as rr AFFECTS THE FEBLINGS AND CON.) 
UCT OF MEN.—We shall not here attempt to answer) 
the question, what is the gospel? Itis unnecessary. | 
The many attempts that are made to o>scure the!) 
subject and hide its intrinsic excellence, cannot com.!! 
pletely pervert the true meaning of the word. Its 
meaning is too plain to be misunderstood by any one 
who feels disposed to ascertain the truth. The seript-) 
ures are sufficiently explicit in declaring the gdspel 
tobe a message of peace and salvatiou, ‘good tidings! 
of good’ communicated to man by his beneficent 
Creator.. “The scripture forsseeing that God would 
justify the heathen through faith preached before the|| 
gospel unto Abraham, Saying ‘In thee shall all the) 
nations be blessed.’ It is therefore a desirable mes. 
sage, and one in which every one must feel a deep} 
and lively interest, inasmuch as it is. ‘good tidings of) 
great joy which shall be unto all people.’ Even) 
those who doubt the truth of Tevelation are con-) 
strained to acknowledge that the gospel, in its native | 
simplicity, if true, presents an Objeet at once the 
most important and desirable of which the mind can) 
conceive. No one can truly object to the doctrine of| 
future life and bliss—‘the immortality brought to light! 
through the gospe!.’ Men may doubt its truth—they 
may reject itas a fable—but after all their best feel-| 
ings and desires are in favor of it. “We have some-|| 
times wondered that professed infidels should ever at: 
tempt to ridicule a subject which, in their more sober} 
moments, they so much love—the truth of which they) 
so much desire, and would give all they possess in the! 
world, if they could believe! It will be understood 
that we speak now of life and immortality in a future! 
state for all mankind, unconnected with the dream of jj 
endless misery and its train of errors that have been’ 
incorporated with the religion of Christ. | 

That this gospel is calculated to exercise a salutary | 
influence upon ‘the feelings and conduct of men no!) 
one, who is experimentally acquainted with it will 
pretend to deny. It isa joyful message, and every || 
ope knows who has any experience in the world that | 
such a message affects favorably the heart and life of) 
those who believe it, The mind, perhaps, is relieved) 
from an oppressive weight of somow and anxiety— 
it exhilerates the soul, refines the mental and aie 
powers, and enlarges their Sphere of action; and) 
comes to the heart abounding with prospects of Joy | 
and rich wlth the treasures of wisdom and love. It) 
is true, that a good message has not always this effect. 
We sometimes find those who cannot bear prosperi-| 
ty. They have so long struggled with the difficulties! 
of adverse fortune and are so accustomed to look upon 
the dark and gloomy part. of their life, and associate 
evil and unhappiness with every thing around them ;), 
that when they break overthe barriers and enter upon, 
& new aud more exalted scene, they seem lost in its! 
bouudless extent—are carried on ina current of en-| 
joyment, and perhaps, fall into the very errors which, 
in their adversity, they condemn. This however is! 
not often the case. It is generally true, thet whan 
men are, placed in favorable circumstances, or when | 
any important. and desirable tidings are brought toh 
their ears theyure not merely made happy for a short 
period by such a message, but are made better also— 
their feelings are refined aud chastened, and their! 


| 


conduct is improved. The delight they feel seems to}, 


diffuse itself through the whole system, affects thei:|) 


sympathies, and inspires kindness and good will to- 
wards those with whom they are immediately connec 
ted. 

Suppose a country were involved in all the horrors 
of wai—its inhabitants Were, more oy less, affected 


by the general calamity—and all felt a deep anxiety’ est, ot convenience. 


for the success of its arms. With what thrilling in: 
terest would the news of victory be received by them! 
Each would partake of the general joy and each com 


municate a portion of his own delight to those around | 


him, and thus the enjoyment of all would be increas- 


sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.’ The im- 
partiality of the blessing announced, or the fact dis- 
closed, expands the heart and tends to shut out, . ef- 
fectually, those narrow and selfish feelings which look 
not beyond the limited compass of their own inter- 
The victory won by the Loid of 
life is a victory over sin and death—a universal and 
| complete triumph, whereby all mankind are gathered 
as the laurels. of the Redeemers conquest. Of this 
Steat salvation then, all are destined to become, ul- 
|timately, the happy and favored recipients. And 


i} 
ed.’ And amidst the raptures of the general joy and | convinced of this each will rejoice in the joy of oth- 
| 


exultation a better feeling would be induced—those 
perhaps, between whom there had existed enmity and 


bitter animosities, would be Teconciled and made} 


friends. How Many instances, not only of the recon 


jers, and each extend his kindness to his fellow-heirs 


of this great inheritance. , 


In this way the gospel of peace produces a happy 
(effect upon the disposition and conduct of men.— 


Ciliation of the most bitter and viclent enemies, but! Truly ‘itis 4 faithful Saying and worthy of all accep- 


ofthe commencement ofthe most ardent attachment, | ‘lon.’ 


Let it: be embraced in the fulness of its 


devoted and enduring friendship,have occurred in just | blessing, and the world would be renovated and man- 


Such scenes as this! While each is elated with the 
news of victory and rejoices in the prospect of happi- 
“ess for himself and his oppressed fellow citizens, ne 


one is apt to harbor ill will towards them—each over- 


looks the petty differences that may have existed—| 
these, indeed, are absorbed and Swept’ away by the|| 


flood tide of patriotism and benevolence that flows in 
every breast.. Thus violent enemies are frequently! 
T2conciled, who, had the event Of battle been ad verse, | 
would have continued eneinies, and, perhaps, increas. 


ed in their enmity towards each other. 


The same effect is produced in every variety of mor. 
al feeling ond character by the Same or a similar 
cause. The ‘tidings of good,’ of whatsoever form, 
or character, that will produce delightful emotions in| 
the soul, chaste and elevated, will, also correct the dis 
position and improve the heart and life. It is the/ 
endurance and Prospect of evil, ina great measure 
at least, that hardens the heart, sours the disposition, 
and creates the dissensionsg, malevolence and ani- 


mosities, that exist amongmen. It is true, the world 


E i seit 
‘in which we live is made up of light and shade—it is| 


not a ‘vale of tears only, but of tears necessary and| 
wisely ordered. It is not this commixture of joy and 
Sorrow, however, whose effect is unhealthful—this, | 
unquestionably, tends to augment .and refine that, 
happiness for which: mankind were primazily design- 
ed. But despair iy the cause—the actual suffering, and! 
future ‘prospect of misery without any hope of relief, 
Henes the doctrine of Misery without end in a future. 
state, is very unhappy in its influence—hardening the) 
heart, fréezing up all the fountains of kindness and | 
benevolence, and closing effectttally all the sources 
of enjoyment and comfort in life. It exerts an un- 
happy influence that nothing can counteract but the 


full blaze of divine mercy beaming from the throne | 


of God and discovering salvation for ali the children | 


of men,’ 
} 


The gospel then, proclaimed by him ‘who bringeth' 
good tidings of good, and publisheth peace,’ awakens 
the most pure aud delightful emotions, and calls | 
around them every kindred affection, purifying the! 
heart and inspiring love to God and man... The very 
joy it impares is calculated to subdue the passions and 
chasten the feelings and disposition. As it develops 
the universal love of God by the universality of the 


| 


blessing promised ; so it kindles up the social ‘affec.'! 
tions and induces that love for the common’ brother || 
hood of man, which extends alike to the good and the! 
b.d. in imitation of that Fountain of love, who tena 
koth his sun to shine on the evil and the good, andl 


| kind become brethren indeed, in all their actions and 
jintercourse with each other, 


Need! we then, en- 
|treat the reader to ‘confess with his mouth,’ and. ‘he 
{ 


‘lieve in his heart the glorious gospel of Christ 2? 


R. O. Ww. 


P Rev. N.S, Beman.—This sentleman is engaged 
‘in delivering a course of lectures, in this city (Alba- 
|NY) on the evidences of christianity- Mr. Beman is 
aman of undoubted talents, and as a pulpit orator 
jis not inferior to any man in the denomination to 
which he belongs. We have listened toa couple of 
/his lecttues which were characterized for soundness 
lol argument and clearness of illustration, calcwlated 
to rivet the attention and convince the judgment. 
|Abating a few Sweeping denunciations of infidels, 
jand an occasional turning aside to ive battle to some 
heresies, his sermons were calewlated to do good. 
flowever this was nO surprising thing to us, Limita- 
jTians have ‘been so long accustomed to denounce eter. 
‘nal perdition upon all who do not ‘see with their 
eyes’ that it seems to have §ToWn to an inveterate 
habit which they cannot well avoid on any occasion, 
There is no doubt in our mind that Mr. Beman is 


brethren, but there are a few thoughts which have 
‘been Suggested to our minds, by the appéarance of 
this champion in the field, for the purpose of making 
war against infidelity. - 

1. We had some queries in relation to the reason 
which may have called out this effort at this particular 
time. p 

Itis known to our readers that our goodly city has 
been v.sited during the few months past with unusual 
excitement. Among the dtfferent Iimitarian sects 
there has been a simultaneous and apparently despe- 
jTate movement ina campaign forthe production of}re- 
vvivals. Protracted meetings have been held in al. 
most every church, and we know not that there has 
been a day or evening these three months, in which 
a revival sérmon has not been preached in sonre one 


01 two of our churches. Report says that these ex- 


| traordinary movements have been abundantly sue- 
jcessful, and that multitudes of converts have been 


gathered into the churches. Now with infidelity in 
ary of its forms wethave no fellowship or communion, 
and we have more than'once expressed our convie- 
tion that ‘the exertions of modern Tevivalists were 
doing much to spread this bane of human bliss. We 
have of.en said and we do most religiously believe 
that these revival Measures, are doing more for inf 


delity than all the Sseeptical writers in existence are 


able io doas good justice to this Subject as any of his - 


‘ 
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dapat of doing. The appearance of Dr. Beman 
at this particular time, seems to indicate” that such is 
the fuct. 

We venture nothing in saying that Albany never 
witnessed such a scene of religious excitement as it 
has seen for a few months past, and probably there 
was neveratime when they could boast of as many 
converts in the same length of time. Night and day 
forweeks and months have thev been busy, and now 
atthe close, Mr. Beman is employed to preach a 
course of lectures against infidelity! Why is this? 
We appeal to our readers if the circumstance does 
not carry on its face the appearance of a conviction 
on their part that infidelity has gained by their efforts. 
A year ago infidelity was weak, too weak. indeed to! 
claim theirattention. But they have fed&nursed the 
bantling till he has come to be an antagonist'so fearful, 
that ihe preachers in this city, as if fearful of grap- 
pling with him themselves s,must send to Troy for their 
champion Beman to give him battle. We hope Mr. 
Beman may be successful in repairing in some meas- 


ure the ovil his brethren have done the cause of|" 


Christ. 

3. We have a word to offer upon a remark which 
we heard fiom Mr. B. in one of his lectures. ‘The 
speaker was dweiling upon the importance of oppos- 
ing inlidelity and dwelling upon the evidences of 
christiunity. ‘This (said he) isan age of tremenduous 
excitavility.’. The whole world is excited upon one 
theme und another. Political excitements wear an 
The pub- 
He mentioned 
these ‘hings to show the tendency of the age to give 
way to the spirit of excitement; &to remark that there 


unusual aspect, and so it was in religion. 
lic miud was ina consiant ferment. 


was Gonger of the people being moved by excitements 
to desiioy christianity itself, unless the people were 


well informed on that subject. Hence he argued the 


ymporiince of the discussion in which he had en- 
gaged, We donot pretend to give jhe words of the 
speaker, but the substance of the argument as we 
undersivod it. 

It was very good. Weknow that men in a high 


state of Dutiboutne can be carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, and believe as firmly as Mr. B. that 
there is uo safety but in correct information, upon 
the subject of religion. But the mystery of the mat- 
ter is, that such a sentiment should come from Mr. 
Beman. Of.allmen in the worldhe is the very last 
that ouvhtto saya word about excitements, for they 
are his life. We will inform the reader if he does 
not already know, that this same «Mr. B. is one of the 
leadiny ‘new measure men’ among the Presbyteri- 
ans, and in company with the notorious Finny has the 
credit of introducing the ‘new system’ into this part 
of the vineyard. And yet this man considers high 
excitements, as dangerous to the vital interests a 
christianity. We doubt not that he has said an 
hundred times ‘these excitements are produced by 
the spirit of God.’ Doeshe think the spirit of God 
will excite mento destroy christianity? We should 
like ‘more light’ upon this subject. Make the least 
of it aud it amounts to a precious confession that 
excitements exert an influence which if unchecked 
will lead men into infidelity. Right Dr. Beman, and| 
we hope you will in future govern yourself according- 
ly. I. D. Ww. 


ha meee 
{” Begin sinc anp eND.—The wise man of Israel says, 


|time ago; but, haying been inadvertually mislaid, 


our situation in that which is to come ? 


be more glorious than his beginning. The beginning of 
man’s existenee on earth is accompanied with many ap- 
parent evils. He is weak, feeble and helpless, and ten 
thousand dangers stand thick around him. Disease and 
sickness, pain, sorrow and death stand waiting to de- 
your him, andif he lives many days, enemies of pease 
are lurking in his own flesh, and will cause many tears 
to flow. This is the beginning of the matter and truly it 
imay be said tobe fraught with many ills. But if we 
turn our attention to the glorious end of the whole mat- 
ter as revealed in thé Gospel of Jesus, we shall see that 
the endis better than the beginning. There we see men 
raised from the dead, immortal incorruptable glorious, 
and like unto the Angels’of God which are in heaven, 
neither can he die any more. There tears are wiped 
from all faces, and God is all in all. 
better than the beginning.’ 


Verily the end is 


But, kind reader, we have one very serious question 

to ask thee touching this matter. ‘If man begun his ex- 

istence in Eden, and ends it in a burning hell, how will 

the end be better than the beginning? Think of that. 
1. D. W. 


Questions.—The following note from a worthy 
\friend in East Windsor, was putinto our hands some- 


jhas remained unattended to until the present time. 


Br. Williams—B8eing an anxious inquirer after 
‘truth, and adopting as my motto, ‘hear all sides 
and then decide,’ Tam led to send you the follow- 
ling questions, which I hope to see answered in 
the ‘Inquirer and Anchor.’ 


1. Will ourbelief or conduct in this life alter 


2. If so, whatis the Bible proof? 
Yours with esteem, 


Jas. ALLEN. 
\ 


If we correctly understand the meaning of the first 
question proposed above, we answer in the affirma- 
tive. In giving this answer, however, we do not 
wish to be misunderstood. We do not think that the 
disbelief or evil conduct of men, in this ‘life, will 
make them miserable in the resurrection state.— 
When we ssy that their conduct, in their present 
state, will alter their situation hereafter, we mean 
that it involves consequences which extend into the 
future world, and render them, more or less, refined 
and elevated, in point of moral and intellectual ex- 
cellence—knowledge and virtue—according to the im- 
provementthey have made of their talents in their 
present existence. 4 


There seems to be some evidence of this in the 
very nature of the human mind—its’ susceptibility of 
progressive improvement. As the mind, so far as 
this life isconcerned, is capable of cultivation and 
refinement, both as it respects the acquisition of 
knowledge and the increase of happiness ; so, if we 
jmay be permitted to reason from analogy, we may 
conclude that it will possess the same susceptibilities 
hereafter. And whatever advancement is made in 
the present state will add so much to the refinement 
and enjoyment of the future. Though a lack of im- 
provement, either moral or intellectual, will not be 
accompanied in the future world with any positive 
misery, yet, we apprehend, it will-be attended with a 
less elevation of character, and less refined enjoy 
ment than will be the share ‘of those who have made 
ajudicious improvement of their time and talents 
1ere on earth. ‘As ‘one star differeth from anoth- 


‘ Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof.’ 
We have not the least doubt that this proverb is true in 
the strictest sense when applied to man. His end shall 


ter, gift and station, depending, in some measure, 
upon the improvements of the present life. Each, 
without doubt, will have his own fulness of joy ; but 
the mind most improved will be susceptible of the 
highest enjoyment. 

In proof of the foregoing observations and in an: 
swer to the second question proposed above, we refer 


(to all those. passages of scripture which enjoin it upon. 


mento ‘ get wisdom and understanding,’ to love the 
Lord supremely, and be ‘ perfect as their Father in 
heaven isperfect.’ Though all these things are es- 
sential to our happiness in this life, and though in 
this life;we receive an abundant recompense of 
reward for the performance of them; yet it seems 
to us they are designed also to effect in a greater 
orless degree our condition hereafter. The present 
(will be admitted to be a state of discipline, de. 
signed for some wise and good purpose, and must 
of course have’ some connexion with the future.— 
But we cannot see its utility in a moral point of 
view, unless the improvements of men during their 
pupilage. will render them more elevated when 
they shall arrive at the full statute of the perfect 
man. As ‘our light afflictions work a more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory;’ so our con- 
duct, we apprehend, either good or bad, will, more 
or less, affect, favorably or unfavorably, our condi 
tionin the eternal world, not that it will make eny 
one unhappy, but it will elevate refine and dignity 
those that are wise, 


| 


Hence, besides the rich reward of enjoyment which 
every righteous man receives in this life for his deeds 
of goodness, there is, in this circumstance, an addition 
al inducement to walk as becometha true disciple of Je 
sus. If Jesus ‘will change our vile body,’ and ‘cleanse 
us from allsin,’ and if ‘weshall bear the image of the 
heavenly man ;’ we still have the gratifying assurance 
that whatever improvements we make in our earthly es 
tate will bring us nearer to the character and perfections 
of the holy Being whom we love, venerate and adore.— 
Without the fear of hell, then, before our eyes,’ let us 
go on unto perfection, andbe, in very deed, imitators of 
God as dear children, walking in love even as Jesus 
Christ hath loved us. R. 0. W. 


wae 


Extent oF Gon’s Love.—That God is ‘ good unto all, 


‘and his tender mercies over all his works,’ is a doctrine 


susceptible of the most positive proof, from nature, 
providence and revelation. The sun shining upon the 
evil and the good andthe rain descending upon the just 
and unjust are standing and perpetual monuments of the 
love of God, even to those whoare enemies by wicked 
works, Jn like manner the ways of God to man and all- 
animals that throng the earth; the fact that he pro- 
vides for all our wants, feeds the fowls of the air, and 
clothes the lillies of the field, are so many abiding and 
indubitable testimonies of the universality of the di- 
vine favour.’ Upon these themes much has been said 
and written, and/from them evidence has been present: 
ed in favour of God’s love to all the creatures of his 
creation, which ought to convince the most sceptical, 
that the doctrine is based upon the solid foundation of 
truth. Still there are many who deny that he loves all 
the human race, and contend that some are, and ever 
will be, the objects of his hatred. Of such we might 
almost say as Christ said of some of old ; ‘If they 
hear nor Moses and the prophets neither would they be 
persuaded thoughone rose from the dead.’ It is not 
out intention is this article, however, to repeat what has 
often been said, but simply to direct the attention of the 


er star in glory ;’ ‘soalso is the resurrection of the 
dead.’ 


reader to an argument to the point, drawn from the 
nature of God. 


And though ‘ they are as the angels of God}} 


The uposile informs us in the most. positive langnage 


a 
way 


in heaven,’ still there may be a diversity of p> ae 


| 


SN 


‘ence from any part of the universe. 


- among them many Universalists. An account of the 
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tha ‘Gods love.’ A celebrated writer has remarked 
upon this passage, that though God is often said to be) 
just and merciful, yet he is never said to be justice or 
mercy, in the abstract, ashe issaid to be love. He is 


not merely lovely but he is love itself, pure spotless and 


unadulterated love. 


Now let the reader couple with this the idea bf his om 
nipresence ; let it be remembered that’God is essential- 
ly and vitally present through all the immensity of; 
space, andin the wide spread universe of matter or 
mind there is not a nook or corner, where the presence 
of the omniscient Creator is not found. Where God is, 
there is love, for this is his nature. Hence his love is 
as extensive as his presence, and the conclusion is in- 
evitable that it is asmuch impossible for him to with-:| 
draw his love from any being as it isto withdraw his pres- 
God van no more 
cease td love than he can cease to be present with us.— 
He canno more eonfine his love to afew, than he can 
confine himself to some cave or den of the earth. If 
therefore there is one being that God does not love, it is 
manifest that he must be in some lone comer of the uni- 
yerse where the presence of the omniscient God never 
found its way; for it is no more certain that God is pres- 
ent with all, thanitis that he loves all, for ‘God is love.’ 
Reader, ponder these things in thy heart and be wise unto 
salvation. I. D. Ww. 


. Kanernewortu—converted!—There has, we  under- 
stand, been agreat uproar in Killingworth Ct. not long 
since, about getting religion after the manner of men.— 
{t commenced with a very sickly, qualmish feeling in the 
Presbyterian church in that place—which church has 
recently come under the pastoral charge of Rev. Lewis 
Foster. ‘A protracted meeting was proposed and voted 
by the church,’ and ‘Rev. Horatio Foote was invited’ 
to officiate, in order to give the meeting ‘system and 
greater efficacy.’ Under his labers, the work went on 
mightily, even unto the conyersion—or at least, the get- 
ting upon the ‘Lord’s side’—of 140 individuals, and 


proceedings, drawn up by Mr. Foster, was published in 
the New-York Evangeltst; some extraets of which were 
copied into the Christian Messenger. We copy the fol- 
lowing from the last named paper. 


‘Many who came in undecided to be the 
Lord's, here bowed to him. One after another, in- 
fluential wen in society, arose and declared their 
purpose to follow Christ. One before a Univer- 
salist, Said, ‘ Thave been imthe midst of death ; (he 
was pilot to the hoat New Eugland at the time of 
her explosion,) Gad has wonderfully spared me, 
and now it is ny resolution to serve him.’ Four of 
his children were withhim. Another, master ofa 
vessel, taking the above individual’s hand, said, 
‘we have sailed together; we will not part now. 
Brother, 1 will go with you.’ Another, who has 
beena member of the legislature, said,‘ I too am 
for God” Amoug those hopefully converted are 
ruany in niddle life; some who were becoming or 
were already Universalists ; but.a large proportion 
are youth, and more than 30° under 15 years of 
age. 


Br. Price of the Messenger asks the friends of Uni 
yersalism in Killingworth to count up-the losses in their 
ranks. We also are anxious toascertain. We confess 
ourselves somewhat sceptical in relation to this mar 
vellous story. Atany rate, we are very confident. that 
the Universalists ere not all converted to—Mr, {Foote 
and endless misery; for we send some dozen or move 
papers intothat place. Nor do we belive that our breth 
ren there are @omp(etely disheartened, for we under 
siand that they have raised funds and are making prep: 


1S ———— WV 


arations to have preaching one fourth of the time during 


they would be much frightened at the more boisterous | 


noise of a modern, protracted meeting. We trust that/ 


they will persevere in their labors of love ; and we pray 
God to guide, support and bless them. 


We would be very thankfal, if they would send in the | 


names of some of those converted Universalists, if they) 
have not all evaporated. 


R. O. W. 


Tur InpEreNpENT Mrssenérr.—This periodical has 
recently been temoved from Mendon io Boston Mass. 
and is still conducted ly the same gentlemen who took) 
charge of the current volume when it was published at, 
Mendon. Br. Drew of the Intelligencer calls it a ‘ Uni- 
versalist paper’ and thinks ‘it will bea valuable co- 
worker in the cause of Universalism.’ Its tone and| 
spirit and general character are indeed very commenda-| 


, | 
ble at present. | 
} 


A Butnp man._We take the following from! 


‘ Zion’s Herald,’ the Methodist paper published in. 


Boston. 


Read this. A short time since 
, of Randolph, an avowed Uni- 
versalist, became exceedingly distressed, because 
with all his efforts he could not prop up his tot-) 
tering and infidel system upon the basis of the Bi.) 
ble. What was the consequence? He hung 
himself. 


What a short-sighted creature must the man| 
have been who penned the above article. ¢ An! 
avowed Universalist became exceedingly distressed, 
because’—listen attentively! , ‘because with all his 
efforts he found he could not prop up his, system 
upon the basis of the Bible’ What a Universalisi 
he must have been! Just such a Universalist as 
our opposers most generally find to be converted 
to orthodoxy, or to hang themselves, or to come to 
some other marvellous end. 
stance of a Universalist who tried to be one, but 
could not! And what was the result? Why—in 
consequence of a lack of faith in the truth, he was) 
tormented either with the prospect of endless mis-) 
ery or annibilation—and this caused him to take 
ins own life. And yet the man who wrote the ar-) 
ticle could not see hisown weakness in calling on 
Universalists to read it ; as though their doctrine 
was implicated therein} We assure him the Uni- 
versalists to read it, and pity his weakness, and 


* Universalists ! 


| 
| 
( 
} 
i 


Here is another in-) 


Dispurarion,—Mr. Lovejoy, Editor of the St. 
Louis (Missouri) Observer, ascribes ‘ ninety nine 
outof every hundred of the [goose-quill] dis- 
putes that have been carried on in this belligerent 
world’ to ¢ inherent defects in all human lauguage!” 


In the controversies between the Methodists and 


Presbyterians, and between the Old, and New 
School Presbyterians, he thinks they greatly mis- 
understood each other. So much so, that ‘ he,veri- 
ly believes if Methodists and Presbyterians should 
talk about fate, necessity, free-will, and election 
in heaven, and had to use the English Language 
they would dispute even there!’ Very true— 
They are so accustomed to‘strive about words to 
no profit, it would not be strange, if, entertaining 
|their present views, they should dispute even in 
heaven!) But we apprehend they will reject their 


errors when they arrive at that holy and happy 


place, and therefore will have nothing to dispute 


about. R. 0. W. 


Tue Devit—a Universalist Preacher.—So say 
our opponents, But isthistrue? Does the devil 
preach that Christ shall see the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied? that he shall finish sin, make an 
end of trarsgression, and bring inan everlasting 
righteousness? that he shall destroy him that hath 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver 
those who through fear of death were all their 


life time subject tu. bondage ? that al} mankind 


shall be made endlessly holy and happy? If not, 
then he is no preacher of our order.—[Philadel- 
delphia Liberalist. 


Massacuuserts Conventrion.—The Massa- 
chusetts Convention of Universalists will meet at _ 
Framingham Mass. on the first Wednesday in 
June next. 


INSANITY AND SUFFERING.—A recent number 
of the Magazine and Advocate gives the following 
intelligence ;— 


A correspondent of Ellicottville, Cattaraugus 
county, writesthat a young lady of that place, 
of amiable character and virtuous life, by the 
name of Jane Ewell, attended a Presbyterian 
protracted meeting in September list, and in 
consequence ofthe terrific preaching she heard, 


pray for his conversion’ to a knowledge of the, 
truth.— Star. 


| 


Essays on prity.—We have commenced, in 
the present number, the publication of a series of 
Essays on the being and attributes of God, from! 
the pen of Br. Chas. Spear. The name of the! 
writer is a sufficient guarantee of the merit of the 
Essays. The subject is important—the articles 
brief and comprehensive, and no doubt, will be 
read with much interest 


Prize Tates.—Br. Price of the New York 
Christian Messenger, takes exceptions,at a remark 
{rom our pen that appeared in the Inquirer a few 
weeks since, incidentally alluding to Prize Tales.— 
He considers it a ‘significant thrust. Now we 
assure him we had no intention of séabbing any 
one; and we beg pardon if we haye unintention- 
ally done a wrong. He thinks the present ap- 


was driven to despair of the divine mercy——in- 
-anity followed as the natura. consequence. Tier 
insanity continued while lile lasted- and the des- 
pair and sufierings of the unhappy victim of the 
merciless dogma of endless misery were at’ 
enoth kindly terminated by death, about the 
first of January last. 


Meligious Pottecs. 
* = aco wate =i 


Br. R. O- Williams will preach at Simsbury on the 
4th Sunday inst. and at New Hartford in the evening 
same day. 

Br. Shrizley will preach at Barkhamsted on the 4 
Sunday inst. " 

Br. F. Hitchcock will preach in’ Amenia N. Y. 
near Cline’s Comer on Sunday {he 26 inst.—at 
Hitchcock’s Corner in the evening—at Limerick vil- 
lage in Salisbury on Monday eveuing the 21-—at Nor- 
folk Tuesday evening the 28th—at Colebiook Kiver 
Wednesday evening the 29—at Cornwall Hollow 
Thursday evening the 30th. 

The Connecticut Association will hold its annual 


the coming sammer. We know that there are many|/Pearance of our paper is very good—‘ except the}:ession at Tolland on Weduesday and Thuisday 29 


“good men and true’ in that place ; aud listening, as they|| head.’ if we have a bad head,—will he take ourlland 30 inst. 
#0 frequently do, to the ocean’s roar, we do not think" word for it ?—we have a better heart. 


A. Case. 
Standing Clerk, 


By order 
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[The following lines were written by a young lady of 
this city under fourteen years of age'and read at the ex- 


amination of the publie school a few days since. They 
bespeak a mind which with proper cultivation will rise 


to eminence iw the literary world.—Com.] 


Instability of carthiy greatmess. 


Onginal. 


The sun was gilding o’er the mountain tops, 
Andrising glorious to illume the world; 
Nature her darksome drapery had doffed, 
And silence with the stamy night retired. 
Isat me down alone to meditate 
On ancient days, long since gone by. The page 
Historic lay before me ; and I read 
Of mighty nations, and of mighty men— 
Of Babylon the great, Chaldea’s pride, | 
Of Troy, the famous city of the East, 
| Of Tyre, the seat of commerce and of trade, 
Of Carthage in herglory, Afric’s boast, 
And Rome, proud Rome, the mistress of the world— 
I saw them in their grandeur and their strength, 
And eagerly L asked, Where are they now ? 
I looked upon the map for a reply— 
On Shina’s plain—no Babylon was there ! 
The pompous edifice and stately dome 
Had crumbled into dust ; and long, long since, 
Ithad become a dwelling place for dragons. 
Then to the Egean’s shore I turned my eye, 
Where Troy once Stood—but ancient Troy was not. 
That, too, had disappeared amid ihe wrecks | 
Of time. Thenon the Great Sea’s coast, I gazed+ 
The site of Tyre—but Tyre was desolate, 
And buried in the folds of dark oblivion ! 
Away t» Afric’s burning coast I tumed ; 
But Carthage—lordly Roman power had razed 
Its haughty rival Carthage to the ground ! 
And Rome, imperial Rome ! 1 also sought, 
Whose boundary stretched from the Atlantic shore 
To the Euphrates’ bed—And then Tteadss— 


‘Her colonades, tier public walks, 

Now faintly echo to the pilgrim’s feet 
Who comes to muse in solitude, 

And trace through the rank moss revealed 
Her honored dust,’ 


And then again, Iread of mighty men— 

Of one who looked upon his millions—saw 
His thousand banners streaming in the air— 
And wept to think that death so very soon 
Iread of Carthage’s son, 


Would conquer all! 
Her fayirite son ! and his proud Roman rival— 
Of Alexander, famed in Grecian story, 
And Buonaparte of later time, who swayed 
A nation’s sceptre. A little farther on, 
I saw—ihey all were numbered wiih the dead ! 
Hannibal the fatal potion took and sealed 
His fate. And Scipio, the brave, was banished 
From his friends and home, and died alone. 
‘The flaming goblet, filled with the red wine, 
Had closed the great career of Alexander!’ 
And Buonaparte, deserted and alone, 
On St. Helena’s shore, did end his days. 
So passes earthly greatness ! earthly fame ! 
Llingered near them. Oh! my heart was sad 
And sorrowful! Ilooked again and read 
Of those distinguished in the realms of mind— 
Philosophers and sages !—of Socrates 
And Plato, Newton, Franklin—all the wise 
And learmed of other days, remote or near— 
They all had gone; but lo! their works remain 
Yo tell their worth! My heart was glad; and then— 
Ah! then I solace found in this one thought— 
That while ambition’s showy gatherings perish, 
The mind, the immortal mind, can ne er decay. 


(winds and harpstrinys weet.’ 


} 


| undefined, 


{| 


| 


This must exist, e’en when the rock-ribbed earth 
Shall quake, and trembling nature all dissolve. 
CaRoLine. 


'Thinkest thou that he whose heart 


licle. 


Vocal Music. 
‘ Filled with the balm the gale sighs on 
Though the flowers have sunk in death, 
So when pleasure’s dream is gone, ‘ 
~ Its memory lives in music’s breath.’—Moore. — 


There is something in vocal music ‘to morta: 
minstrelsy unknown.’ It is not, it istrue, st 
richly varied as that which bursts from the or- 
chestra; nor so wild and witching as whe: 
But it come. 
home tothe heart witha far more fresh and sa- 
cred sympathy—it carries with it a new idea 
of mechanism or artificial effort.—It is ma: 
communing with his kind in the language o 
nature. We all know it to be the music whic! 
aovered around our cradJe and lulled our restles: 
infancy.and softer slumbers. It is the sel 
same music to which our infant smilas respon- 
Jed—the lure which maternal love employed t« 
wile these smiles from us. And if memory 
xoes back so far, dim and shadowy as all sucl, 


|eminiscences must be, it is possible that they 


nay still survive, still linger, and—like the 
‘ight of the twinkling but distant star, real, bu 
lightly discernable, amid the glorious lustre of 


‘vearer and brighter orbs—still mingle faint] 


with the current of our present feelings. 
Yet whatever, if any, of these early impress- 


lions may remain, there is a period more advan- 
iced, but still youthful, when the effect of voca: 


music is not to be disputed. Imagine yourseli 
side by side with’ the idol of your heart ;—the 
yoice will need no words ‘to give its pathos aid.” 
‘Those who in the elegant language of anothe: 
‘lean over the same chairand con the same sing- 
ing book, and melt away in. quavers and harmo- 
nies,’ are not likely soon to forget the emotions 
of these delectable moments. How could they? 
has taken 
its flight on the fine, clear treble of a soft voice, 
can ever lightly regard the tender moments of 
its departure, or the gentle cherub to whose 
keeping it was wafted? Never—there is that 
in such a transfer which is proof against obliv- 
ion, 

At such times, if is not perhaps the voice 
alonethat touches the springs of love's sweel! 
magi¢;—there are accompaniments deep and 
The melodious voice but atfunes 
the heart to feel the deeper music of the soul. 
as it playsover the features and streams through 
the long Jashes of a lustrous eye. It is thus 
ihat young hearts make melody—thus that their 
affections sweetly flow together and mingle and 
deepen, and like the goodly streams of Elysian 
iand, glide on forever. Then like Selim and 


;Zuleika, they feel that the inevitable shaft of 


Azrael, which parts all things else, shall, fly 


|\when it may, consign their hearts to undivides 


dust. 

~ A calmer. but not less grateful effect of vocal 
music, almost every one has experienced in that 
joyous and sacred assemblage—the family cir- 
When the ring is formed round the win- 
‘er fire, on Saturday evening—parental gravity 
contrasted with the real or assnined sobriety of 
lighter hearts and fresher faces heightening the 
effect—how surpassingly- delightful to hear the 


family devotions chanted by such a choir; t 


mark the secret satisfaction that reigus there : 


|the mutual complacency of parents and children. 


jas their voices commingle and swell in the prai 
ses of the common Father. 


‘ They chant their ariless notes in simple guise, 
They tune their hearts by far the noblest aim ;- 


Perhaps Dundee’s wild warbling measures rise, 
Or plaintive Martyrs worthy of the name.’ 


Thus when this worl? and its affairs are for s 
‘ime dismissed, they sing the solemn requiem of 
he departed week ; and while the approach of 
holy rest is thus suitably announced, the feel- 
ngs are quickened and elevated toa frame pur- 
er and more congenial to holy enjoyment. 

Ip that most delightful of circles, the grosser 
interludes of existence are veiled and forgotten. 
The silent beholder: is too deeply absorbed in 
idmiring the felicities of domestic lite, to waste 
. thought on its less sunny spots. In the 
cheerful and happy faces now before him, he 
sees more than his dreams or his reveries had 
ever imagined, Content is in every counten- 
ince—family fondness in every eye—devotion 
in every breath, He hears in melodies of di- 
vinest sort the praises of glad and grateful 
iearts ascend to the Almighty Benefactor, . 

And then how far more. pleasurable to be of 
hat happy cirele—to draw closer and closer 
he bonds of parental and filial attachment—to 
leepenand purify, the warm current of family 
ffaction! Other joys may pass away: other 
pleasures may be less stable than ; 


‘ 


mist on the mountain or foam on the waves,’ 

—but the impressions of such music in such a 
place, are lasting as mind itself. Long after 
she emotions of the moment shall have gone— 
long after the heart’s young gladness shall have 
ceased forever, and the spirit, may be saddened 
and sorrowful, droops like the gentle flower of 
the valley that has ‘ wasted its sweetness on 
the desert air-—then shall the music of the fam- 
ily concert, come to the heart, richer and softer 
and more hallowed at each visitation. ; 

‘ Hear music’s voice when hopes depart 
Like sorrows flying froin the heart’ 


. On which the stmmer’s late decline © 
Hath left a sadness and a sign.’ : 


¢A Universanist, 1F ANY THING.’—You wil} 


ity-seeing, nine-sided sort of individual, of 


S$Miarrfages, 


'In Troy, April 1, by Rev. I. D. Williamson, Mr. 
Matthew Chambers of Albany, to Miss Sarah Jane 
Williams of Troy. In Albany by the same, Capt. 
\Philip Staats, fo Miss Caroline Taylor of Chatham. 
{Mr. John Scott to Mrs. Elizabeth Jenks. " 

In Schenectady April 11, by Rev. T. J. Whitcomb, 
Mr. Gideon Conant to Mis. Sophia Felthousen all” 
of that place. 


‘Deaths. 


In Enfield, Conn. April 15th Elbridge Gowdy, sors 
of Elam Gowdy, aged 2 years and 7 months. 

In this dispensation of Providence the parents 
have been deprived of a sprightly and much belovee! 
child; they have seen their eldest child just buddin, 
with innocent beauty snatched from their tende 
embrace, at an age least expected. 

But in this dispensation they have a comfort in 
God, he can and will assuage the sorrows of th 
mourner.. *We commend them to God and the gow 
pel of all grace which is able to build them up amo: 
allthem that are sanctified. And may they in th» 
hour of affliction be supported by the language © 
Him who said, ‘ Suffer little children to come unt 
mesand forbid them not for of such is the kingdom «| 
God.’ * Tepe | 


} REMOVAL. 

THE OFFICE of the Inquirer and Anchor is\remove 

to the building eal ownedand occupied by Mr. 1) 

Ruggles in Main St. a few rods south west of the Sta 

House sqnare. t 
Hartford, April 1835. 


. 


sometimes meet with an equivocatiny popular~ | 


= _ Ne ee ee ee ee 


whom it will be said that heis ‘a Universalist, 
if any thing.” A part of this language is super- : 
‘| Auons—the last two words express the character 

—he is ‘any thing.’—[Mag. & Adv, 


